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May 21, 2015 NACA Meeting
Please join us at the next meeting on May 21, 2015 at 7:00 
PM at the North Austin Community Center/ YMCA, 1000 
W. Rundberg. The upcoming meeting is an opportunity to have 
your voice heard  through our neighborhood communication 
forum. The NACA board will be available to listen and answer 
questions. We have two presentations planned: Officer Wilson 
will share information about the Apartment Coalition in our area; 
Caro Dubois and Susie Milam have a poetry contest in the works. 
If you have any other meeting suggestions or can introduce pre-
senters, please e-mail the NACA  Co- Vice Presidents melinda.
schiera@gmail.com and robertoperez_jr@yahoo.com.

Por Favor, acompáñenos a la próxima reunión el 21 de Mayo 
2015 a las 7:00 PM en el North Austin Community Center/
YMCA, 1000 W. Rundberg. En la próxima reunión tendrá la 
oportunidad para que su voz sea escuchada a travéz de foro de 
comunicación de nuestros vecinos. La directiva de NACA estará 
disponible para escuchar y responder a sus preguntas. Tenemos 
dos presentaciones: el Oficial Wilson compartirá información 
sobre la Coalición de Apartamentos en nuestra área; Caro Dubois 
y Susie Milam tienen un concurso de poesía en las obras. Si 
tiene alguna sugerencia para las reuniones o desea introducirnos 
con presentadores, por favor envíe un correo electrónico a los 
Co- Vice Presidentes de NACA  melinda.schiera@gmail.com o 
robertoperez_jr@yahoo.com.  
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Thank you for attending our District 4 trans-
portation meeting!
Thank you to everyone who was able to make it 
out to our April community meeting on transpor-
tation! The northern part of District 4 was well 
represented among the more than forty people 
who attended. A main portion of our meeting was 
focused on North Lamar because it is one of the 
main arteries of our district. We received input 
from neighbors about whether the city should take 
ownership of North Lamar Boulevard north of 183, 
which is currently owned by the Texas Department 
of Transportation. We received feedback support-
ing city ownership of North Lamar to better focus 
our dollars on necessary roadway and sidewalk 
improvements. 

This was only the first of several meetings to take 
initial steps to transform North Lamar into a safe, 
reliable route for cars and pedestrians alike, and 
I look forward to future conversations. If you are 
interested in continuing the conversation, please 
don't hesitate to contact my office. 

My office and I also want to assist you with ap-
plying for neighborhood street improvements! If 
you would like more information on this process, 
please email my Policy Director John Lawler at 
John.Lawler@austintexas.gov.
 
Office hours are back!
I will be hosting District 4 office hours twice a 
month on Fridays, with our next set to start up 
again on May 1st. This time they will be at the 
Virginia Brown Recreation Center, located at 7500 
Blessing Avenue, 78752 from 1pm to 4pm. Our 
next set of office hours will be on Friday, May 15th 
from 1pm to 4pm at a location to be determined. 
If you would like more information, or would like 

President's Letter
By Randy Teich

This is my Thirtieth year in Quail Creek.  Most 
of the homes in Quail Creek and Jamestown were 
built prior to my arrival.  This doesn’t mean that 
little has changed.  Most of the homes were built 
in the sixties and seventies and few of the original 
owners are still in their homes.  The home builder, 
Nash Phillips Copus, was required to plant trees in 
the front yard and most of us had Arizona ashes in 
our yards, many of which have either died or are 
showing signs of being in their twilight.

The biggest change in the last thirty years is prob-
ably in the ownership in our homes.  Thirty years 
ago, the vast majority of homes were owner oc-
cupied.  Today, less than half of these same homes 
are owner occupied.  Property maintenance has 
suffered in the last thirty years.  Some of this can 
be attributed to the brutal weather we have expe-
rienced over the last five years.  Renters lack the 
incentive that homeowners have to maintain their 
homes.  The cost of replacing landscape, siding, 
paint, etc. is stressing many budgets.

Finding ways to improve our neighborhood ap-
pearance is an ongoing challenge.  Communica-
tion is the key in each case, either with the home’s 
inhabitants, the homes' owners and/or Austin Code 
or APD.  I have been happy to assist a few NACA 
members in determining who best to contact and 
will be happy to offer suggestions if you have a 
problem determining how to approach a problem 
in your neighborhood.

Randy Teich - rteich@austin.rr.com

Updates
By Greg Casar

Hi everyone!

April was packed with Council meetings, commu-
nity meetings, and many events! It was an exciting 
month, and I’m glad to share with you some up-
dates on the work my office and I have been doing 
since then as we move into May and the summer 
season.



YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD NEWS FROM NACA PAGE 3 

to schedule an appointment with me during those 
hours, please contact my Communications Direc-
tor Shelby Alexander at 512-978-2157 or Shelby.
Alexander@austintexas.gov.

Stay in touch
If you want to reach out to my office about any 
of the above items I've mentioned, please don't 
hesitate to call our main office phone number at 
512-978-2104. If you need to reach me immedi-
ately please shoot me an email at Greg.Casar@
austintexas.gov: I want to hear from you! If you 
need more information from me or my office, you 
can also look at my City of Austin webpage, which 
is being updated regularly: http://austintexas.gov/
department/district-4

Volunteers Needed
What would you do if you could no longer drive 
and get to the many destinations you go to each 
week?  Lack of reliable transportation is a prob-
lem faced by many of our senior neighbors.

Drive a Senior – North Central is a neighborhood- 
based, non-profit agency that provides free trans-
portation and other support services for persons 
age 60 and over living in north central Austin.  
There is no financial qualification to use Drive a 
Senior services.  All services are provided by vol-
unteers.  This is where you come in.

Research tells us that lack of reliable transporta-
tion is a major reason that older adults are not 
able to live independently in their homes.  Drive a 
Senior fills a critical role in keeping seniors in the 
community.  We are actively recruiting new vol-
unteer drivers.  Retired persons or stay-at-home 
parents are especially needed as most of the drives 
occur during weekday hours. People able to drive 
only on Saturday are also needed to take clients 
grocery shopping. Volunteers must make an ap-
plication, attend a one-hour orientation, have a 
valid driver's license and current vehicle liability 
insurance and pass a criminal background check.  
Drive a Senior provides additional liability insur-
ance to volunteers who are driving or providing 
another service to a client.

If you have three hours a month to help get a senior 
to an appointment or to the grocery store, your help 
is needed.  Someone you know may be using Drive a 
Senior right now.  You may need the service yourself 
one day.  Help make sure that everyone is able to age 
in the community where they live.  Call the Drive a 
Senior office at 512-453-2273 to learn more about 
becoming a volunteer.

Zip Odes
By Susie Milam and Caro Dubois

No, that’s not a typo. A recent radio program de-
scribed a project to write poetry based on one’s zip 
code. The rules are simple: (1) each poem is 5 lines 
long, one line for each number in your zip code; (2) 
each line has the number of words to match the zip 
code number of that line. An alternative is to use the 
number of syllables instead of the number of words. 
Here’s an example from a friend who lives close to 
that large tract of land near MoPac and 45th Street 
that is scheduled for development soon. She lives in 
zip code 78731, and her poem counts syllables rather 
than words:

Large field with Texas flowers            (7)
Gorge cut by a petulant stream            (8)
Lea where canines romp and chase       (7)
This we lose                                          (3)
Soon                                                      (1)

We invite residents of NACA, using zip code 78758, 
to participate in a contest to write poems about life in 
the NACA neighborhood. There is such a variety and 
richness of ethnicities, cultures, interests and experi-
ences in this area, we think there is a wealth of topics 
to describe.  While you’re working on your poem, 
you can feel really glad you don’t live in zip code 
containing any 0's like 00048, or 20001, or 10005, or 
. . . . 78704!

Submit your poem(s) to Susie and Caro at their 
emails below by June 30. Poems will be published 
on NACA’s website.  A small prize will be awarded 
to the best poem in each category, words or syllables, 
at the August general meeting.  Okay, begin compos-
ing . . . . . Susie   smilam1211@earthlink.net
Caro    cdubois2651@gmail.com
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Aluminum Can Recycling 
Project
By Eleanor Langsdorf

NACA has an ongoing fund raising project.  Alu-
minum cans (soda, beer and similar) are collected, 
crushed and taken to a recycler.  So if you and/
or members of your family regularly consume 
such beverages, please empty, crush and save your 
empty cans and gather them up in a plastic bag or a 
box.  When you have more than you want to keep 
in your garage or back yard, give Eleanor a call at 
512-873-0480 or send a message to elangsdo@
yahoo.com.  She'll pick them up from you.  If you 
prefer, call and she'll give you an address where 
you can drop them off.  When she has a supply, she 
takes them to the person who does the actual drive 
to the recycler.  The money raised goes to help fund 
the on-going street clean-up project and other small 
neighborhood beautification projects. 

Website Upgrades 

Have you visited the North Austin Civic Associa-
tion website at www.naca-austin.org? The website's 
primary function is to inform the community of 
events as they are happening. We want to ensure 
that we are sharing information that everyone is 
interested in. Do you have information that should 
be made available? We are looking to train content 
editors for the website, and would like to train you.

Are you subscribed to the website in order to 
receive regular notices in regard to the events in the 
community? Have you ever paid your membership 
fee from the website using PayPal? We  are look-
ing to add more features to the website, and mod-
ernize its layout. We would love more help from 
Web Developers in our neighborhood in order to 
upgrade the site!

We want to show our pride for our community, and 
want to add photos of our community to our site.

Would you like to add content, update the layout, 
or contribute photos for our website upgrade? Do 
you have any recommendations for the site? Please 
e-mail the webmaster: domenic.schiera@gmail.
com     

N A C A  M E M B E R S H I P  F O R M
Enclosed are my dues for 2015

$15 for Regular Membership, $25 for Silver Membership,
or $50 for Gold Membership

Name  
Address  
City, State, Zip  
Phone  
Email  

_ Help Maintain Heron Hollow

_ Attend City Council/Planning Commission Meetings

_ Help with Code Enforcement

_ Be a Beautification Volunteer

Pay online at naca-austin.org 
or mail this form & check to:

NACA Treasurer
PO BOX 180803
Austin TX 78718

 Check here if you do not want name and address on the NACA website.


